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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See inslructions in Guidslines
for Completing National Ragister Forms (National Register Bullelin 16). Complete sach ilem by marking “'x"' in the appropriate box or by enterin
the requested informalion, If an ilem does not apply 1o the property baing documaented, antar “N/A™ for “'not applicable." For functions, styles, material
and areas of significance, enter only the calegories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For addilional space use continuation sheals

{Form 10-9C0a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property S
historic name Webster Methedist Church

other names/sile number

2. Location
street & number Highway 110 {(Main St.) N/ al_Inot for publication
city, town Webster N/ Al Jvicinity
stateNOorth Carolina ¢ode NC  county Jackson code 04y zip code 2a7aA
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private : E] building(s) Contributing Noncentribuling
{ ] public-locat D district 1 buildings
D public-State ' D sile siles
D public-Federal D structure structures

] cbject objec!s

1 Total

Number of contribuling resources previ%usly

Name of related multiple propenrty listing:
N/A listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

r As the designated authority under the National Hisloric Preservation Act of 1966, 2= amended, | hereby certily that this
nomination {_] request for delerimination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Hisloric Places and mealy the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
meel ] dogh not meet the National Regisler criteria. DSee continuation sheal.

In my opini prop mge}
éjﬁm . {A,LL/ R 11/13/89

Signature of cerlitying official Date

State or Fedaral agency and bureau

in my opinion, the properly Dmee(s Ddoes not meel the Nationai Register criteria. DSee continuation sheesl.

Signature of commenting or othar oHicial Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certily thal this property is:
[ Jentered in the National Register.

DSee conlinuation shest,
[ Jdetermined eligible for the National

Register. [_] See continuation sheet.
[ ] determined not eligible for the

National Register.

[TJremoved from the National Ragister,
Do(her, {explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Dals of Action



b. FHunclion or Use B
Historic Funchons {enler caleg]canes from instructions) Current Functions {enter categones from instructions)
ﬂw'ifflon' 11 Z12us siructure Salizisrs ralizicoiz structure

7. Description
Archilectural Classilicalion Matarials {enter calegoriss from insiructions)
{enter calegories from inslructions)

. . . foundation atane
Otner: Vernacular Gothic Revival vealls wentnerraned
roof rressad metz2] shningles
other wood

Describe prasent and historic physical appsarance.
The wWebster Methodist Church is sited on a slight rise on thz west side of
Highway 116, which is also the Main 3treet of the town of welster. To tne

soutn of the church is the "rock school® building, erected in 1936; to the
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north is a modern rancn style parsonage and a largz vaca
the site of the Vountaln Iiew Hotel., The church tuilding fzces east, looking
over tne highway and toward the ravine wnich runs behind MNzir Ztreet propertis
~ wind screen of tall pines separates the chnurch srorerty frcon the schnool., A
concrete walkway leads from churchn steps to road and z zrassy lzwn surrounis
the building.

he wWebster Methodist Church is a weainerbozrded, gablz-roofsl reotangular

tnilding, painted white, witn engaged beil tower, Tne mzin sxnirance to th
caurch is in the gable end facing ihe nighway and thrcouzh iz base of the tell

tower, The bullding is. four bays long, esach tay contzining 2 six over sixz win-
dow with pedimsnted heading. The cornice is boxed and nas rezuras
cornice and cornerboards are plain. The foundation of the bai;ding is stone

and the roof is of the originel tin shingles.

The main architecturzl intersst of the church building is fcund in the thres-
bay entrance facade, which is dominated by an sngasged bell zcower wnich rises
in two stages and culminates in a splayed pryamidal cap wiic? ssrves as the
steeple. Gothic arched vents are centered on all four sidss 27 the tower's
second tier, just beneatn ivs cap. A blind fan and a diamond-snaped vent ornz-

ment its principal face above the church entrance,

The building's entrance composition is unique in Jackson County. Rectang-
ular six-over-six sash windows with pointed-arched transom flank the base
of the bell tower, which has corners faced by Ionic piers with recessed
lancet panels. These piers carry a segmental arch and enframe a portico

E;] See conlinuation sheal
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7 <he tower. The door into the church, & cdouble-

nollowed out of the bass ¢
" 1leaf door of six panels, is surmounted by a Gotnic transom and is flanked

hy

vy sidelights witn Sothic nheads. Fluted Ionic pilasters with spearccint neads
divide tre sideligh%s from t7e doorway.

On the interior of the chnurcr Yuilding, a central zaisle leads from main
entrance to the communion rail, btehind whicn the pastors' chairs are set

in an alcove under s low zren., Windows with 2lain surrounds have the original

handblown frosted panes., -e2ws zre high-backed and made of wids pine boards,
4alls and ceiling are plizster, painted white, The present Tlooring wzs laid
in 1845, over tne originzl pine flooring.

The sanctuary was snortersd - 1339 when a pariition was placed benind thne
vastors' c¢chairs, allowing srzce for an additional room in the wsst end of
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the building. This churcsh scrocl room is entered from each side of tne

with the sxception of trne inTzrior pa
e c

trniodist Church is uncrnangel sin
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The half-acre lot contains n ceas 2
are buried at tne 3tiliwell Tametery on 1Little Savannah Foad 'or at the

Webster Jemetery on 3Buchanran Loop.



8. Statement of Significance
C‘enif_ying ofticial has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ Tnationally D statewide E locally
Applicable Natlonal Register Criteria [a [1s @ C Ej D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [~JAa [ 8 [ lc [ Jo [Je JfF e

Areas of Significance (anter calegories from inslructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1837 1397

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Significant Person .
: N/4& Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, crileria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

" The Webster Methodist Church is éligible for the National Register under
Criterion C because it is the oldest and one of the most architecturzlily signif:
cant cnurches in Jackson County. Built in 1887 for the Webster Methodist con-
gregation, the design of the church is similar to other churches built in the
county before the turn of the century, but the wealth of detail, both Gothic
and classical, make it outstanding. No changes have bsen made to the exterior of
the church since its construction; on the interior, the sanctuary, which origi-
nally occupied the interior as one large room, has been shortened to provide

space for a second room on the west 2nd of tns original sanctuary.
HAREEXK KRR XKL AL A RERRE R ERE AR AR AR AR AR R R A XA AR ER TR R LR R AR R A RN AR AL AR AR AR AR A CH LN H

Architectural context: After the opening of lands to settlers in Western North
Carolina, church services were held in local homes and were led by itinerant

o

preacners who rode hundreds of miles each month "on the circuit." Webster wzs
added to the Methodist circuit in 1359 but the local congregation did not have
a cnurch building until 1887 when they erected this traditional, yet stylish,
church. During that era, many decorated frame houses were being built in Jackson
County, and churches of the period were likewise of frame construction., Most
were small, rectangular btuildings with the entrance in the gable end, and most
nad a belfry capped by a conical or pyramidal roofggéiggghg?rtial inventory

of historic properties in Jackson County (1975) lists/extant church buildings
with belfry: Catherine's Chapel Baptist Church (1906), John's Creek Methodist
Church (c. 1899), 0livet Methodist Church {c. 1895) and Wetster Baptist Church
(1900). The Church of the 3ood 3Shepnerd (1895) has a free-standing belfry.z'

Because Jackson County, located in the Appalachian mountains of southwest North
@See'continuation sheet
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Jarolina, was isolated and sparsely s=ttled at the turn of the century, these

buildings are the first generation of churcn tuildings in the csunty,

The yeltster Methodist Church offers the most elaborate dzuorative trim of
the remzininz turn-of-the-century churcn buildings in Jackson Zounty., It

contains Gotnic detall in windows, venis and transom and baskst arch, and 2

ith of classicel detsils, including Tonic piers, fluted _“onic
pilas ers with spsarpgoint hesads, sidelighits =2nd portico, Tne Tzacade, the tre-
iuct of an uﬁKHOaH,Htalented carpanter-tuilder, has been callsg "nizn-zririte
ans full of cnarm,"”' an iilustration of an enerzgetic anc fasi-moving socleny
Hisvcorical Szckground: swnen Jackson County was formed in i52%, reliziscus 117
wzs deminatec by Ea pulSt and Methodist denominations.4' vatrneiist s=riices
were neld in privere homes or in the only churcen obullding, Love's Crnarseli, winl
wzs founded in 1S4C on the property of Jonn %, Love.”' Tn 1882, iMetrodists
in Webster joinad the EBaptist and Tresbyterian congregailions in the consiruc-

tion of a church and school building in Welstzsr, on the site I tng craesent

Heiden nouse on Main 3treei, Webster Metnodists met the on <ne fi-3t z=nd
third Sundays of eacn monthn, but the approximately 380 members (which irclude
11

five tlacks) anxiously planned for a church bulldlno which thay could ca

G

their own,
On Tecember 11, 13%1, William and Mary Bumgarnsr sold & tract of larnd

ddle of the town of Webster to the trustees for tne Methodist £pisc
Jnurch, South, for the sum of $50.00, as a "place of divine worsnipy
7'Nilliam Bumgarner {(133%-1902) w

jay
[
0

use of the ministry and membership."

of Charles and Rabecca {dum Fumgarner, who had been founding msmberz ¢

8.

Love's Chapel Methodist Church.” "Trustees of the Webster church wars Wil

rnioe, wealthy merchant and father-in-law of attorney Wwalter =, Moore, &

¥, Spake, Methodist minister and later postmaster of Wetsvter, L. ToZeman

Hall, wealthy farmer whose property extended along the wesi bank ol the lucksz

seegee iver, Dr, James ¥, Candler, physician, Thomas i, Frizzell, charmzcist

and James W, Terrell.g' These were men of education and means, well-z2Qquipped

to design a building of merit and style, zand the last-mentionzad, cames .
av
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n* into %the interaction of religion

11, urovides insi
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in #ebster during this period of construction,

Jemes W, Terrell wis born in Ruinerford County -in 1829, Tittle is known of
his early 1life., In 1852 he tecame an Indian azent with nhis long-time friend
william Hollandi Tunomzs, trader, state senator, land owner, and "zreat bene-
factor of the 3herokees.”1O'Terrell managed Thomas's store in Juallatown in
Jackson County, the tusiness center of the Cherokee Indian reservation. In
the Civil War, he was a captain in the 69th North Carolina Regiment, called
the Thomas Legion in honor of its commander, William Yolland Tnomas., After
the war, Terrell wzs active in Indian aifairs and studied and wrcte about
Cherokee customs and mythology.11' In 1558 Terrell married Leila, daughter of
Ulrich Keener, {18C1-1556), a Methodist minister from East Tennessee who in
1350 became the first minister to tne Bchota Indian Mission in Juallatown,
Keener was also the first Methodist itinerant oreacher in Jackson County, wher:
he began his circuii prsaching in 1847.12‘

Terrell was Jackson County's first county surveyor and one of the first super-
intendents of schools, Ze was a county commissioner from 1879 to 1834, and

a membter of the North Carolina House of Representatives for the term beginning
in 1381.77* dis life was rich with service for the Methodist Church. He was 2
trustiee of the local church and later chairman of the Board of Deacons for the

. . . . , X 14,
Webster Circuit, whieh served seven area Methodist churches, 4

Construction of the new church building was completed in 1887. Local lumber
provided the wsathertosarding, pegged pews and flooring., Paint was shipped from
Knoxville, Handblown frosted panes formed windows and gas lights hung from

the side walls., Taint and geas lights have been replaced, but pews, windows and
weatherboarding remain to this day. A parsonage just to the north of the churc:
was completed in 1887 also; this dwelling was replaced several times between
1887 and 1956, when the present brick ranch nouse was built.15' In 1839 a
partition was erected behind the pulpit in *the sanctuary, shortening the
sanctuary area and sroviding stace for a 3unday School room. In 1345 new oak

flooring cover=zd the Zeteriorating pine flooring.'6‘

Although the webster Methodist Zhnurch has never had a large congregation,
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early membership roles read "like a who's who in North ¢arolina: adison,
vicsee, Terrell, Alley, zZnloe, Allison, oore, Fisher, Eroyles, Bryson, leader

||17-

of both church and state, Tne congregation has been active sinces 12887,

anc tne chnurch is still the central church of the wWebster Methodist Circuit.
0JTNOTES

1'Historic Properties Survey for Jackson County, unpublished. (Asheville:
Western Office of Archives and Histeory, 1879).

2e Ibid.
3,

4.

Etd

nebster Historical Society, Historic Webster, Vol, I¥, no., 2, Summer 1983,

#illiams, Max R., ed., The Hisvory of Jackson CJounty, p. 255,

- ‘
“*Wetrster disterical 3ociety, distoric Webster, 7ol. X, no. 2, Summer 1984,
P
5., 13 . o e C . . -

*webster Historical Society, distoric wWebster, Jol. IX, no., 2, Summer 1633,

Jac<son County Register of Deeds, Book 15, przze 29,

webster historical 3Society, Historic Webster, %ol. I, no. 2, 3ummer 1384,

7
8'
9'Webster Historical society, Historic Webster, ¥ol, I, no. 5, Fall 1974,
O

[y

‘“Jan Noppen, Ima W.and Johin J., Western North Carolina 3Since the Civil Wwar,
p. 89.

‘Terrell, J,.¥W., Collection, Western Carolina University Library dpecizl Col

11

'

lections, Cullowhee,

12'Deems, Rev, Charles ., D.D., Annals of Southern Methodism for 1356, pazge

13'Williams, Max , ed., op. cit., pp. 562, 566, 57C.

14‘31yde, C.d. The Webster Jircuit, p. 22,

1S‘ﬁebster Historical Society, Historic Webster,. Vol, IX, no, 2, Summer 1933,
16.

webster Historical Society, Historic Webster, Yol, I, no., 5, fall 1974,

17'#enster Historical Society, nistoric webster, Vol, IX, no. 2, Summer 1383,
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DSee continuation sheet
Previous documeniation on file (NPS);

Dpreliminary delermination of individual lisling (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional cala:
has been requested [K]Slale historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the Nalional Register [ Jother state agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the-National Register [ JFederal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark l:]Local government
D recorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # DOthe:
Drecorded by Histaric American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # i
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of properly O acre
UTM Relferences ) ‘
AllLL7 121980,0,0] {3,9(1,3]2,4,0] S ST I N B TR O B SSSUE R
Zone  Easling Northing Zone  Easting Norhing
cbe b L o b v f L b Jey | > I O R RN SN RNV B SRS Lo

[___} See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Descriplion

The southern one-half of parcel 1898 as shown on the orthophoto map of
Jackson County, North Carolina, inventory of real property, 1980, as dis-
tributed by the Jackson County, NC, Department of Planning. Qutlined in
red on accompanying copy of orthophoto map.

D See continualion sheet

Boundary Juslification

The Vebster Methodist Church occupies the original lot deeded to the church
in December, 1881, and described as a one-half acre lot in Jackson County
Register of Deeds, Book 15, page 29.

DSee conlinualion sheet

11. Form Prepared By . ‘
nameftile __Carolyn A, Humphries (for the Webster Historical Society)
date December 1, 1988

organization
street & number __ Route 2, Box 175 telephone 704/526-9462

cityor town __Highlands. state __ NC zip code

28741
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